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Depending on the agreement before the 
wedding, the Rawas can practice either a 
patrilineal (tracing descent from the father) or 
a matrilineal (tracing descent from the mother) 
system. There is a clear job division between 
men and women among the Rawas people. 
The men work in the rice fi elds, plantations, 
rivers (as pebble gatherers), and in making 
bricks. 

The women cook and care for the children 
at home or open small stores. The Rawas 
people have interesting art forms. Their art 
consists of singing and traditional dancing 
with tambourine accompaniment. Examples 
of traditional Rawas dancing are the Tari Piring (Plate Dance) and Tari 
Pisau (Knife Dance). 

Among young people, forming art groups encourages this dancing and 
singing. In addition, they are also active in developing pencak silat (an 
Indonesian martial art). 

BELIEFS

The Rawas people embrace Sunni Islam. They obediently perform the 
religious fast and implement merry celebrations on Muslim holidays. Their 
traditional weddings and marriages are in alignment with the teachings of 
Islam. 

They carry out circumcision ceremonies 
for 6 to 7 year old boys. The Rawas also 
hold religious meals for remembering the 
deceased 7 days, 40 days, and 1000 days 
after a death. They often use a carved 
object with an Islamic motif or design as 
a charm. 
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WAYS TO HELP

Those with medical skills and 
agricultural training will likely 
have the greatest opportunities 
to work among the Rawas, since 
there are many needs in these 
areas.

The rich fl ora in this area, 
especially various kinds of trees, 
has great potential to become 
a highly valuable economic 
commodity.

Would you be willing to be 
among the FIRST to engage 
these people with the hope 
of the Gospel?  Would you be 
willing to lead a team?  Contact 
us today to fi nd out more - we 
need people to visit the Rawas 
and fi nd other great ways 
to bring new teams to live 
among them for the sake of the 
Kingdom.
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