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NIKARI
OF INDIA

HISTORY
The Bengali people are the ethnic 
community from Bengal, on the Indian 
subcontinent, with a history dating 
back four millennia. They speak 
Bengali, a language of the eastern 
Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-
European languages. They are an 
eastern Indo-Aryan people, who are 
also descended from Austro-Asiatic 
and Dravidian peoples and closely 
related to the Oriya, Assamese, 
Biharis, and other East Indians, as 
well as to Munda and Tibeto-Burman 
peoples. As a result, Bengalis are a 
heterogeneous and considerably diverse ethnic 
group. They are mostly concentrated in Bangladesh and in the state of 
West Bengal in India. There are also a number of Bengali communities 
scattered in New Delhi and several other states of India, as well as in 
other countries such as Pakistan, the Middle East, United Kingdom and 
United States.

LIFE
The Bengalis are known for their artistic and cultural 
achievements. Noted Bengali authors, playwrights, music 
composers, painters and fi lmmakers have played a signifi cant 
role in the evolution and development of Indian artistic 
expression. The Bengal renaissance of the 19th century 
was brought about when the British introduced Western 
education and ideas. Among the various Indian cultures, 
the Bengalis were relatively quick to adapt to the British 
rule and actually use its principles in the subsequent 
political struggle for independence. The Bengali 
renaissance contained the seeds of a nascent Political 
Indian Nationalism and was the precursor in many ways 
to modern Indian artistic and cultural expression. 

BELIEFS
Bengali Muslims belong overwhelmingly to the Sunni division of Islam 
and generally conform to the Hanafi  school of Islamic law. Popular 
religion in Bengal often displays syncretism, a mixing of both Hindu and 
Muslim folk beliefs, deities, and practices.  Bengali Muslims are also 
known for their practice of pirism, the cultic following of Muslim saints or 
holy men (called pirs).
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QUICK  FACTS

People Name: Nikari

People Cluster: Bengali

Language: Bengali

Primary Religion: Islam

Population: 149,000

PRAYER  POINTS

Pray that the Lord of the harvest 
will send forth many laborers to 
work among the Nikari.

Ask the Holy Spirit to soften 
their hearts towards the Gospel 
message.  

Pray that more information 
would be 
learned about 
the Nikari.


